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Due to its popularity, there has been controversy regarding age-appropriate content on the app and in terms of privacy.On January 6th, 2021, an
update was released to make it impossible for people under 13 to use the app. This was due to increasing concerns about how much data young

children were sharing through this app. There are still some who are able to bypass these rules, but most are too young to do so.",
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On June 8, 2021, TikTok announced a new feature called "Me. Meet" allowing users to meet others with similar interests in real life at events in
their area. In August 2021, Tiktok launched a new feature called "TIKTOK Local" that allows users to find activities and experiences around them
for short periods of time (ranging from one hour to 24 hours) such as attending concerts or outdoor events. The app also introduced a new type of

video called "Live". These videos are designed to showcase different experiences with real-time recording capabilities.",

In 2021, TikTok's users were also accused of using the platform to distribute child pornography. It is not clear how this content gets uploaded to
the app. The problem of inappropriate content within TikTok has been raised by CNET and BBC. In April 2021, a 22-year-old man from India

was arrested for posting videos on TikTok that feature children begging for money while in some cases asking people to raise money for their
education. The suspect also offered a teacher as a 'prize' to any child that could be convinced to send him money via a UPI payment.",

In an article published by TechCrunch, it was alleged that "According to the complaint, the app has “a business model based on collecting and
exploiting personal information” for commercial benefit. The group is seeking a restraining order barring the app from operating in New York and

asking for damages of at least $1 billion." This article was published on TechCrunch. In a lawsuit filed against Bytedance by Washington State
Attorney General Bob Ferguson, it was alleged that "Bytedance has collected data on what users view and click on as well as information such as
user IP addresses or device IDs. In addition to personal information, the company’s app also collects device information, including serial numbers,

unique device identifiers and mobile network information." This lawsuit was filed by Washington State Attorney General Bob Ferguson against
Bytedance.",
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In an article published by The Guardian, it was alleged that "TikTok has amassed a huge following of young people and adults who use the app to
share funny videos and memes. As of January 2021, TikTok had more than 700 million monthly active users and more than 100 million daily active

users on its video-sharing platform." This article was published on The Guardian.",

TikTok has been criticized for allowing users to send inappropriate content and have inappropriate interactions with other users. TikTok uses
algorithms that scan videos for the presence of inappropriate content and remove it.",
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The app was banned by the Chinese government for several days in 2021 which triggered outrage from users of both Chinese and international
versions of the app. The ban was lifted after 9 days but still remains in effect.",

Musical.ly has received favorable reviews by technology critics such as TechCrunch and "Forbes". In 2021, Musical.ly was included by "The New
York Times" in their list of "Inventions We Wish Were Real", with the implication that the company might be acquired for $1 billion by Facebook

or Google.",
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The report recommends that TikTok and its competitors must be required to disclose the nature of the data gathered and its purposes for doing so.
The authors of the report recommend that governments outside of China take action to prevent Chinese apps from collecting data abroad.",

The app has also been accused of being culturally appropriative due to its overwhelmingly white user base, but as of 2021, it has a growing Asian
userbase as well. However, many Asian people on twitter are criticizing Tiktok saying that the app is racist because the only Asian people on

tiktok are usually just Korean people or people who post content in Korean &/or criticize Korea and Kpop (even though they know they won't
understand korean). They say that the app is racist because they only feature korean or chinese people but never other Asian ethnicities like

Japanese, Thai, Vietnamese etc.",
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